
 

  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



After reading the two selections, please answer the following questions: 
 

1.  Why didn’t Al-Khwarizmi’s quadratic formula rule not give both positive and 
negative roots? 

 
 
 
 
 

2.  How would Al-Khwarizmi have solved ax2 + bx + c = 0? 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  Describe the convention for using letters to represent numbers. 
 
 
 
 
 

4.  Which two Italian mathematicians dueled and what was the outcome? 
 
 
 
 
 

5.  How many different kinds of cubic equations are there according to Al-
Khayammi? 

 
 
 
 

6.  Who was Cardano?  What was his contribution to mathematical history? 
 
 
 
 

7.  What happened to Tartaglia? 
 
 
 
 

8.  Did anyone ever address the negative number issue?  If so, who and whe 


